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Introduction 
The ENCI is a place with many faces: A closed cement factory, A decayed industrial 
park, a quarry that is not used, a nature park, a tourist attraction, a landscape, etc.. 
When people talk about the ENCI, they have their own ideas of what it represents, for 
some it is the past, and for others the future. Different perspectives are intertwined with 
each other by our own cultural standards. This all makes for one question: “What should 
we do?”  

It is important to know a place through its ecosystem, its history, its politics, its scenes 
and more.  This however can give radically different points of view. A viewpoint I want to 
give is in its relation to the living dead, a concept made by humans. I will analyse the 
area based on my perspective in its relation to the living dead. 

Research question and sub questions 
• How would I view the ENCI through the lens of the alive, dead and living 

dead? What can this perspective bring to the ENCI? 

• How would I define something as dead, alive or living dead? which 
characteristics does it need to inhibit? 

• What changes are necessary to revive the dead? 

• Are there unwanted things in the ENCI area? And do we need to remove or 
change the unwanted? 

Method 
To answer these questions, we will follow the life of Cornellis; a fox born from the walls 
in the quarry. This fox will see the ENCI as alive, dead and as living dead. And views 
these themes through their own lenses, these give explanation to what these words 
mean when using them to describe the ENCI.  
 

I will wander to the ENCI, take pictures and draw Cornelis over it, together with a quote 
and explain the perspective through visuals.  

I will make music to introduce each chapter. And showcase feelings and thoughts about 
each lens through audio  

I will investigate the past of the ENCI, and scope out articles that I can relate to any 
chapter.  

I will explain my perspective of each chapter.  
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execution 

chapter 1: Alive (what soil remains) 
“ENCI” is an acronym for “Eerste Nederlandse Cement Industrie” (first dutch cement 
industry).  And was founded in 1924, it started production around 1926. 

the Enci opens a new cement factory, 28 september, 1930. There was an estimated 
yearly production of 300.000-ton cement. 

source 

plants grow. 

From a seed to a tree, in a perspective, everything that is alive breaths, eats and grows. 
Seeing things through this lens, I have picked 5 characteristics that I see in the ENCI that 
defines its aliveness. 

- A starting point (process) of growth 
- Its power in growth 
- The eventual stop of its growth 
- The destruction of its growth 
- And its laziness in growing 

 

Song: 

https://youtu.be/6URWnbLulo0 

  

https://www.delpher.nl/nl/kranten/view?query=ENCI&facets%5Btype%5D%5B%5D=artikel&page=1&coll=ddd&identifier=ABCDDD:010820773:mpeg21:a0302&resultsidentifier=ABCDDD:010820773:mpeg21:a0302&rowid=3
https://youtu.be/_3iyOOMTu90


5 
 

1.1 The process of growth 
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1.2 The power of growth 
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1.3 The stop of growth 
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1.4 The destruction of growth 

 

 

Figure 8 We need to kill you.  quote from Jeff Rosenstock 
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1.5 The laziness of growth 
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chapter 2: Death (A Ghost Couldn’t Kill Me Again) 

In 2009 - 2010, the ENCI quarry decided to plan a moment to stop the limestone 
production, eventually the transition began in 2018, 75 people were fired in a mass 
overlay. After the stop, the quarry was “finished” to consider hike paths, construction of 
access roads and adjustment of water flows. 

https://www.removepaywall.com/search?url=https://www.volkskrant.nl/nieuws-
achtergrond/na-het-stoppen-van-kalkwinning-is-deze-mergelgroeve-nu-
natuurgebied~b79c918ba/?referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2F 

https://nos.nl/artikel/2176391-oude-kalksteengroeve-afgesloten-na-massale-
belangstelling 

 

1.a nineteen-year-old died when he fell into a cement oven and died of toxins 

2.a fifteen-year-old went missing in the cement oven in 1973. ENCI had to pay 6000 
gulden in cost. This fifteen-year-old was loaned out from another company. It was 
revealed that the ENCI worked with this company for 2 and a half years. The hiring age 
should be 18 to 65 during that time 

3.a man in his fifties died when the arm of a hoist machine fell on him.  

4.another man in his fifties died when demolition work made a wall crumble and fall on 
him. 

1.source 2.source 3.source 4.source 

The ENCI is dead, 

The factory has stopped its production, and this death has changed the area, by nature.  
These consequences will face everything eventually, as death makes us alive. Without it, 
nothing can be, death moves things. The death of the ENCI will be shown in 5 themes. 

- A welcome to its death 
- A value of its death 
- A reflection of its past  
- A continuation afther death 
- And a conclusion to lay it to rest 

Song:  

https://youtu.be/_3iyOOMTu90?si=Mv6G6DBZXbKoqGs1&t=211 

  

https://www.removepaywall.com/search?url=https://www.volkskrant.nl/nieuws-achtergrond/na-het-stoppen-van-kalkwinning-is-deze-mergelgroeve-nu-natuurgebied~b79c918ba/?referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2F
https://www.removepaywall.com/search?url=https://www.volkskrant.nl/nieuws-achtergrond/na-het-stoppen-van-kalkwinning-is-deze-mergelgroeve-nu-natuurgebied~b79c918ba/?referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2F
https://www.removepaywall.com/search?url=https://www.volkskrant.nl/nieuws-achtergrond/na-het-stoppen-van-kalkwinning-is-deze-mergelgroeve-nu-natuurgebied~b79c918ba/?referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2F
https://nos.nl/artikel/2176391-oude-kalksteengroeve-afgesloten-na-massale-belangstelling
https://nos.nl/artikel/2176391-oude-kalksteengroeve-afgesloten-na-massale-belangstelling
https://www.delpher.nl/nl/kranten/view?coll=ddd&query=ENCI+and+ongeval+or+ongevallen&facets%5Btype%5D%5B%5D=artikel&identifier=ABCDDD:010843007:mpeg21:a0018&resultsidentifier=ABCDDD:010843007:mpeg21:a0018&rowid=3
https://www.delpher.nl/nl/kranten/view?coll=ddd&query=ENCI+and+ongeval+or+ongevallen&facets%5Btype%5D%5B%5D=artikel&identifier=ddd:010560570:mpeg21:a0269&resultsidentifier=ddd:010560570:mpeg21:a0269&rowid=6
https://www.delpher.nl/nl/kranten/view?coll=ddd&query=ENCI+and+ongeval+or+ongevallen&facets%5Btype%5D%5B%5D=artikel&page=2&identifier=MMCC01:048101023:mpeg21:a00035&resultsidentifier=MMCC01:048101023:mpeg21:a00035&rowid=1
https://www.delpher.nl/nl/kranten/view?coll=ddd&query=ENCI+and+ongeval+or+ongevallen&facets%5Btype%5D%5B%5D=artikel&page=2&identifier=ddd:110587149:mpeg21:a0022&resultsidentifier=ddd:110587149:mpeg21:a0022&rowid=5
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2.1 Welcome to the afterlife!!! Hope you enjoyed everything!!! 

 

 

Figure 11 a discussion of progress 

2.2 Wait, shouldn’t there be something of value here? 
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2.3 Have we ever repented our sins? 

 

Figure 13 fears come to life, quote from MGMT 

 
https://youtu.be/dFtzocpOk70 

Blood on your hands, unfinished animation showcasing death. Song is the ballad of 
Costa Concordia by car seat headrest 

 

Image used in the animation  

https://youtu.be/dFtzocpOk70
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2.4 It’s kind of cliché to say that your death had no meaning, at least we still 
got your corpse 

 

Figure 14 building communities from corpses, quote from Animal Collective 

 

2.5 Did you do good? I don’t know, define good please. 
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Chapter 3: Living Dead (How To Make Sure Nothing Will Continue) 
how would I formulate a perspective with everything that I have gathered? 

The ENCI to me is just like any company; shady and mostly focused on its own profit. But 
the ENCI is dead, the area they inhabited is not. The buildings they made now are home 
to ideas, bad and good, along with people who have found some shelter in an 
abandoned quarry. Already, 8 million has been paid by shareholders to form something 
new there: homes. Most likely, something that will give the shareholders the most 
amount of money.  

I want to formulate an alternative: the corpse of the ENCI is already breading new life. 
Life that most likely isn’t going to last if the buildings they are in gets renovated and they 
can’t pay the prices. Is the best alternative for the ENCI to do nothing? For the area to 
remain in its broken state?  

To return to the ENCI for profit is to make its death meaningless, it’s to make it never 
move on. The ENCI gets to be stripped of what is already making new life. Not to say that 
it can’t be used (even to make homes) but people are still trying to squeeze money from 
it. We must in my opinion move on from trying to see profit in this place. This perspective 
will be shown in 5 lenses: 

- Beating up a dead horse until it’s alive again 
- Only parts of us is allowed to face the world 
- What you became is slowly eating everything you loved 
- What you became will never smile 
- Liches can’t move forward 

 

Song: 

https://youtu.be/_3iyOOMTu90?si=3zOG2pv9AuuOODBQ&t=403   
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3.1 You can beat up a dead horse until it comes back alive 

3.2 Only a part of us is allowed to face this world 

 

Figure 17 What do we need to hide? quote from bright eyes 
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3.3 What you became is slowly eating everything you loved 

 

Figure 18 We need to expand, even in our afterlife. quote from modest mouse 

3.4 What you became will never smile 

 
Figure 19 not even you enjoy this, quote from monotone blue 
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3.5 Liches can’t move forward 

 

Figure 20 all things should eventually be forgotten, quote in the picture from Corinthians 13:11 
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A showcase of perspective 
So why did I pick these perspectives and what did they bring? To analyse my thought, I 
explained each lens. 

 

1.1 The process of growth 

The ENCI was alive, so was Cornellis the fox. When you are born multiple questions will 
arise: What will I be? What will I do? Where am I from? These questions are a part of 
being alive. 

1.2 the power of growth 

Things move not rapidly, but powerfully. Alive beings consume not only to sustain what 
they have, but also to grow. The ENCI consumed the land around it to grow cities in the 
Netherlands. 

1.3 the stop of growth 

Alive beings will eventually stop growing, finding an equilibrium, this also applies to 
larger areas like the ENCI quarry. Which already has found an equilibrium in some parts. 
The area will gently go towards what it finds most desirable and stop, eventually. 

1.4 the destruction of growth 

 Being alive means killing to grow, large trees block sunlight and rain from smaller ones, 
leading them to their deaths. And the ENCI killed uncountable numbers, to grow further 
but also to remain big. 

1.5 the laziness of growth 

Alive things conserve their energy: trees only grow when the season gives them warmth 
and sunlight, goats only run to flee from predators. The ENCI quarry is quietly moving 
along, with years before plans should start, or the quarry wastes energy on failures.  
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2.1 Welcome to the afterlife!!! Hope you enjoyed everything!!! 

The ENCI (as in: Eerste Nederlandse Cement Industrie) is dead, so now we need to move 
on from it. Firstly, we need to see the corpse, buildings that won’t be used for producing 
cement, and are slowly falling apart. Roads that were very much developed for 
transportation will transport very little. 

2.1 Wait, shouldn’t there be something of value here? 

A verry common question made by Philosophers is “What purpose do we have if we are 
going to die anyway?”. Nihilists say that because of death, nothing has purpose, but if 
we see death in communities, Buildings, industries and even our own actions, we see 
that it does bring purpose. We value our deaths, our failures, things that eventually 
crumble, that it will die brings its value. 

2.3 Have we ever repented our sins? 

Sin is defined as an immoral act, and in some circles, should be repented before death. 
The ENCI has never looked at the massive loss it created, and has only denied its own 
responsibly to actual human deaths and the destruction of environment. It has always 
been uncaring about both. 

2.4 It’s kind of cliché to say that your death had no meaning, at least we still 
got your corpse 

New life breeds from the deaths of what was before. We will eventually stop calling the 
ENCI quarry a quarry, because it doesn’t have the purpose of a quarry anymore. 

2.5 Did you do good? I don’t know, define good please. 

The ENCI is not something holy unique, it is a product of its time and society, with its 
own set of morals. Looking back to when it was a cement industry, it filled its purpose, 
and the expectations people had of it.  
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3.1 You can beat up a dead horse until it comes back alive 

The ENCI (as in: place for profit) is highly desirable, people will pay good money to gain 
even better. This part of the ENCI is slowly coming back alive and that is the living dead. 

3.2 Only a part of us is allowed to face this world 

People try to hide parts of themselves which they think is undesirable. Is the ENCI also 
hiding part of itself? Fencing and walls are for safety reasons but will also be used to 
close of parts that you don’t want to show.  

3.3 What you became is slowly eating everything you loved 

Zombies don’t think or feel, they move endlessly. A zombified mother will kill her own 
children without any mercy or regret. This is what frightens us about zombies, something 
that will endlessly pursue without a real goal. 

3.4 What you became will never smile 

To endlessly Chace the unchaseable will always be futile, nothing will satisfy you. You 
will live in a colourless, shapeless, and meaningless world. It’s about the journey, but we 
need a destination.  

3.5 Liches can’t move forward 

Liches suck lifeforce of other people to continue living, they are afraid of their deaths 
and can’t move on to be a part of the dead. But things need to end, both things we see as 
bad or good. Like a child growing up, leaving their childhood behind them. 
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Afterword 
I want to start by saying that I am one person, with very limited knowledge on things like 
ecology, trying to showcase how I see the ENCI. I make arguments that should be 
challenged or at least looked through a critical lens. It is important to take multiple 
perspectives to form any kind of conclusion, and act upon it.  

If you want my honest opinion on what to do with the ENCI, I want it to be left like it is. I 
like that people are using the abandoned buildings for projects and communities. I like 
that the quarry will eventually turn in its own ecosystem, ignoring the damage that has 
been done. The time that the area was an industry is behind us, and it will continue to 
change. I don’t want to it to be used in the endless chase for more development, more 
capital, more profit, and such.  

I enjoy the parts of the ENCI I consider alive, the art projects and the theatre school, but 
also the plants and trees that start to grow in the area. I was convinced that the ENCI 
would always hold on to what it was, but I see that it is going to be something else. 

Change comes naturally; we don’t need money to gain incentive. When we die, family 
members and friends come to lay us to rest. When places change, it will be best to let 
our values in community and nature dictate how it will change.   
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